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Ijtihad as a Tool for Spiritual and Intellectual Emancipation: A Historical
Study of Religious Reform in Tunisia and Morocco under Colonial Rule
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Abstract

The history of the Maghreb countries during the contemporary period is linked to the colonial
phenomenon that left behind reactions that were initially characterized by a military nature and the
power of arms. It also witnessed a resistance of a peaceful nature at the beginning of the twentieth
century. Despite the differences between its men in methods and ideologies, they agree on one goal,
which is to change the lived reality. Perhaps the most prominent of these peaceful resistances is the
reformist movement that took upon itself the dissemination of knowledge and awareness, the revival of
Islamic values, and the confrontation of the Westernization movement. The reformist movement
discussed many social, political, and religious issues, most notably the issue of renewing thought,
fatwas, and jurisprudential ijtihad. This is because it serves people’s lives and preserves a source of
Sharia, which is the public interest. This is at a time when sectarian fanaticism, tariga, stagnation, and
imitation without consideration and scrutiny spread. Therefore, the group’s demand here comes to
combine reason and transmission, or in the jurisprudential terminology, between trace and consideration.

Keywords: Reform movement, renewal, ijtihad, jurisprudence, Tunisia, Morocco
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