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Abstract:

This article examines the concept of deviation in linguistic studies as a
problematic notion characterized by terminological multiplicity and
overlapping theoretical references between Arabic linguistic tradition and
Western linguistics. The study begins by mapping this terminological
diversity, which includes terms such as deviation, norm violation, stylistic
deviation, and transgression, leading to a lack of a precise conceptual
definition that determines its nature and function in language analysis.
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The article aims to move from this terminological dispersion toward
constructing a more coherent concept of deviation by tracing its roots in
classical Arabic rhetoric and linking them to modern linguistic and stylistic
theories. It also highlights its role in meaning production and in expanding
aesthetic expression within literary texts.

The study concludes that constructing a stable concept of deviation requires
moving beyond terminological plurality toward an integrative approach that
bridges Arabic rhetorical heritage and modern linguistics.

Keywords: Deviation; linguistic studies; terminological multiplicity;
concept construction; stylistics; Arabic rhetoric; modern linguistics
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