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Abstract:

This study examines the structural transformation driven by the
integration of artificial intelligence into the military domain, particularly in
armed conflicts. No longer a mere supportive tool, Al has become a decisive
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force reshaping the architecture of combat operations and decision-making
systems. The study aims to analyze the international legal framework
governing the use of these technologies and to evaluate the capacity of
international humanitarian law to address the growing autonomy of
intelligent systems, in light of the principles of distinction, proportionality,
and military necessity.

It finds that increasing reliance on such systems raises complex
challenges in attributing international responsibility, due to the intricate
relationship between human actors and automated decision-making, which
may weaken traditional accountability mechanisms. Accordingly, the study
underscores the need for more flexible and innovative legal approaches that
ensure accountability while maintaining a careful balance between military
effectiveness and humanitarian protection.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Armed Conflicts; International
Responsibility; International Humanitarian Law; Smart Weapons
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Governmental Experts on Lethal Autonomous Weapon Systems
(LAWS) (CCW/GGE.1/2019/3). United Nations

170



