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Digital Immunity as a Mechanism of Symbolic Resistance in
Algerian Cyber Discourse:

A Pragmatic—Semiotic Analysis of Satire and Digital Memes in
Identity Formation
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Abstract:

This article examines digital immunity as a form of symbolic, non-
confrontational resistance in Algerian cyber discourse. Drawing on a
qualitative approach that combines pragmatic analysis and semiotic analysis
within a critical discourse analysis framework, the study explores how
Algerian digital actors employ discursive and visual strategies—such as satire,
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irony, reframing, and digital memes—to negotiate meaning and protect their
identities in a platform-driven environment shaped by algorithmic power.
Based on the analysis of publicly available digital content circulated on social
media platforms, the findings show that digital immunity operates through
subtle symbolic practices that undermine dominant narratives without direct
confrontation. These practices contribute to the construction of resilient
individual and collective digital identities and reflect a heightened
communicative awareness toward platform logics and symbolic domination
in the Algerian digital public sphere.

Keywords:

digital immunity; symbolic resistance; cyber discourse; digital satire; digital
identity.
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