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Abstract:

The Bachagah Si Khelladi ben Miloud, Bachagah of Amours tribe in the
Annex of Ain-Sefra, represents a particular case in the corps of indigenous
chiefs, created by the colonial administration to help in the administration of
the country. The particularity of the Khelladi’s case resides in the fact that,
despite his belonging to a large tent, which gave rise so many caids (sheikhs,
aghas, bachaghas, etc.) to France, he did not fail to come to grasps with the
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contradictions of the colonial system. Firstly, it was these same
contradictions that opened his eyes to the justness of the nationalist cause;
then secondly, brought him closer to it, until he flirted with one of its
components. Divided and undecided between the demand of belonging and
that of professional loyalty, Khalladi remained halfway with Algerian
nationalism. Thus, the objective of this article, and through a well-
documented biography, is to reveal an unknown aspect of our contemporary
history, that of this "native elite" who linked their destiny with the colonizer
and to discover their inner breakdown.

Keywords: French colonization in southwest of Algeria ; indigenous leader ;
Bachagha Si Khelladi ben Miloud ; Algerian nationalism.
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