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Abstract:

The Arab Renaissance witnessed major political, social, and
cultural transformations, during which multiple urban movements and
currents emerged. These movements, however, differed in their visions and
orientations according to the concept of urban modernity advocated by the
proponents of Enlightenment thought, who soon assumed the responsibility
of disseminating and defending their Enlightenment ideas. Narrative
discourse played a significant role in the literature of the Arab Renaissance,
as the primary cultural arena through which the urban consciousness of
Renaissance pioneers opened up to the world was the translation of well-
known creative works of foreign literatures and the circulation of narrative
texts among readers.

Undoubtedly, the rational imagination of Renaissance translators,
together with the historical context to which they were connected, prompted
them to avoid complex and problematic narrative zones and instead to select
narrative spaces associated with suspense and adventure. Accordingly, one
of the most important roles played by the novel during the Renaissance—
particularly in relation to Enlightenment thought—was giving voice to
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silenced radical ideas embraced by the avant-garde of the period. These
ideas reflected both a rupture with the persistent foundations of a legacy of
backwardness and an aspiration toward the promises of a coming era
grounded in the requirements of urban progress sought by free thought.

In fulfilling this role, the novel had to learn how to maneuver around
the forms of repression characteristic of its age, drawing on past creative
experience to employ allegorical representations and to navigate narrative
indirection and metaphorical displacement. Moreover, the Renaissance
novel benefited from its own literary heritage as a tradition distinguished by
what may be described as the rhetoric of the oppressed. It also drew on the
achievements of European narrative forms, particularly allegorical fiction
and symbolic narrative, adopting an Aesopian mode of language capable of
articulating suppressed discourse in political, social, intellectual, and
religious spheres.

Allegorical narrative thus exerted a profound influence on the fiction
of Francis Fathallah Marrash, especially in his novel Ghabat al-Haqqg, which
constitutes the focus of this study, as well as on the works of Farah Antun,
Ahmad Faris al-Shidyaq, and other pioneers of the Arab Renaissance. These
writers found in the novel an effective medium for expression; some turned
to utopian writing, while others produced narratives infused with
philosophical spirit—what may be termed philosophical literature—whose
impact is clearly evident in representing the era and its social problems.

Keywords: Arab Renaissance; Ghabat al-Haqq; Allegorical Narrative;
Enlightenment Thought; Age of Enlightenment
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