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The Relationship Between Word and Meaning: A Study of the Rhetorical
Perspective of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani in His Book ‘Asrar al-Balagha’
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Abstract: This study explores the intricate relationship between the word and
meaning through the lens of Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani’s seminal work Asrar al-
Balagha. Al-Jurjani, one of the most influential figures in classical Arabic
rhetoric, investigates how the connection between the verbal form and its
conceptual meaning is both interdependent and dynamic. His theory
challenges the simple notion of a fixed link, proposing instead that eloquence
arises from the interaction and subtle harmony between the two. The study
examines how al-Jurjani articulates this relationship within his rhetorical
framework, emphasizing the cognitive and aesthetic dimensions that govern
effective communication. Furthermore, it highlights al-Jurjani’s contributions
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to the theory of linguistic signs and rhetorical systems, offering insight into
classical Arabic literary theory and its lasting influence on linguistics.
Keywords: word and meaning; Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani; Asrar al-Balagha;
Arabic rhetoric; linguistic theory.
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