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Social media and the challenges of balancing ethical and legal

frameworks with freedom of publication - a field study on a sample of
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Abstract:

This study aims to identify the legal regulations and ethical
boundaries that Facebook users are expected to observe, as well as to
examine the various risks associated with the misuse of the platform. The
research adopts a social survey methodology and utilizes a structured
questionnaire as the primary tool for data collection. The questionnaire
was distributed to a purposively selected sample of Facebook users. The
findings reveal that a significant proportion of users perceive Facebook
as a platform that restricts their ability to express themselves in an
unrestrained and forthright manner, particularly on sensitive subjects as
politics. Participants also indicated that their perception of freedom in the
platform is primarily linked to the ability to comment on diverse topics
and issues. Moreover, many respondents believe that all content they
publish is monitoring by Facebook's administration. The study also
highlights that most Facebook users lack awareness of the legal and
ethical frameworks that govern online publishing behavior.
key words: Social media platforms; Publication Ethics; freedom of
expression ; electronic publishing ; ethical and legal frameworks.
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