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Some Subtleties of Qur’anic Expression in the Use of the Term Sana
(Year) and It’s Similarities
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Abstract:

This research investigates the Qur’anic usage of the terms sana
(year), ‘am (year), hawl (year), and hijjah (year), seeking to uncover the
rationale behind their precise selection in different contexts, and to derive the
insights and guidance such usage provides.

The study aims to address several central questions, most notably:
What is the wisdom behind the Qur’an’s choice of the term sana over its
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counterparts? Why does the Qur’an predominantly employ sana? And why, in
certain contexts, does it diversify by using more than one of these terms?
The research adopts an inductive-analytical methodology. Among its
findings are the following:
First: In verses dealing with hardship and drought, the Qur’an
employs the term sana.
Second: The term ‘am is used to denote lunar years.
Third: The term hawl occurs in the contexts of divorce and death.
The study recommends further exploration of synonymous
vocabulary in the Qur’anic narratives of the prophets, peace be upon them.
key words: Qur’anic usage; sana; ‘am; hawl; hijjah.
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