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Doctoral Students' Attitudes Toward Online Public Access Catalogs
(OPAC): Between Usage and Training Needs
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Abstract: this study aims to explore the usage patterns of Online Public
Access Catalogs (OPAC) among doctoral students, as well as to assess
their training needs in this area. Data were collected using an electronic
questionnaire. A purposive sample was adopted, consisting of 36 second-
year doctoral students (L.M.D. system) enrolled in the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Biskra. The
descriptive method was used to analyze the collected data. Among the
key findings of the study is that the majority of respondents expressed a
clear need for practical training on how to effectively use OPAC systems,
with the exception of students specializing in Library and Information
Science, whose academic curriculum already includes training in online
search and retrieval skills.

key words: OPAC Catalogs, training needs, doctoral students, catalog
search and retrieval.
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