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Abstract:

The demand for unity is being called for by all the world's churches today,
and they see an urgent need to implement it in order to overcome the past
and build the present. This is because the pursuit of unity is a shared human
need, required by human nature, and supported by religious texts.

In this general context, the Coptic Orthodox Church seeks to be in
harmony with these claims in a way that preserves its intellectual and
doctrinal identity and guarantees its followers immunity against any
identity violation, based on the principle that "there is no unity without
unity of faith and belief". This study attempts to shed light on the Coptic
Orthodox Church's position on internal and external calls for unity
between churches that are contrary to the faith. It does so by tracing the
trajectory of the call for unity between churches and the corresponding
position of the Coptic Orthodox Church, adopting a descriptive approach
to explaining the concept of ecclesiastical unity and an analytical approach
to presenting its obstacles and the position toward those who call for it. I
reached the following conclusions: Unity among churches is a common
demand among various Christian sects, denominations, and groups. The
unitary ideology underlying the shared life of all Christians conflicts with
the literature of the Coptic Orthodox Church.

key words: Unity; Church; Orthodoxy; Coptic; Ecumenism.
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