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Abstract:

This study explores the perspective of the Scottish orientalist William
Montgomery Watt on Islam and the prophetic biography (Sirah), focusing
on his role in reshaping Western views of Prophet Muhammad . Watt is
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noted for his historical-analytical method and reliance on original Islamic
sources, which gave his works a level of fairness uncommon among earlier
Orientalists.

The research highlights Watt’s impact on Orientalist scholarship, his
views on the Prophet’s character, and his responses to key accusations,
alongside his socio-economic analyses of early Islam, his interpretive
methods, and his adoption of approaches such as influence, denial, and
skepticism.

Key Words: William Montgomery Watt; Orientalism; Prophetic
Biography (Sirah); Islam in Western Thought; Historical Methodologies.
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