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Urbanization and architecture in the city of Altava during antiquity
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Abstract:

Since the first signs of human settlements, man has been linked to
the land and its geography, this connection was manifested through his
choice to locate cities, the methods of building them, and their urban
organization. And the ancient Maghreb has known a revolution in
urbanization, especially in the Roman period, where cities were subjected
to special principles and tight regulations that formed a distinctive urban
fabric. The city of Altava is one of the most important cities in Caesarean
Mauritania, and it is known for its rich and unique history, as it was not
similar to its Roman counterparts, but rather had its own mark in history
and urbanization, which made us choose this topic in order to shed light
on this city, its urbanization, and architecture.
key words: The city of Altava; Architecture; Urbanization; Ancient
Maghreb; Caesarean Mauritania.
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Pro salute domini n(ostri) / Imp(eratoris) Caes(aris) M(arci) / Aureli
[[Antonini]] Pii / Felicis Augusti deo Soli [[Elagabali]] / possessores
Altavenses ex sua collati/one templum fec(erunt) procurante / lulio
Cestillo proc(uratore) Aug(usti) prov(inciae) / CLXXXII,
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de]ae(?) Sanctae / [templum corruptum(?) 3 lo]ngo tempore /

[restituit(?) 3] / [3 proc(urator) Aug(usti)] n(ostri) instante / [3
AltaJvenses perfecerunt / [a(nno) p(rovinciae?)™2.
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Dis Mauris / Salutaribus / Aurelius E/xoratus dec(urio) / alae
Part(h)orum / praepositus / c(o)hortis / Sardorum Se/verianae®®.

MO0 I 2300 an Jog 5,08 anns 8 2100 sy e st 3l

Di{i}s Prosperis / Mauris Saluta/ribus C(aius) Fan/nius lunianus / a
militiis praef(ectus) / cohortis Sardo/rum v(otum) s(olvit) I(ibens)
a(nimo)*’.
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Dianae deae / Nemorum Comiti / Victrici ferarum / annua vota dedi /
Fannius luni/anus praefectus / cohortis Il / Sardorum?L.
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D(is) M(anibus) s(acrum) / M(arcus) Caecili/us Donat/us vixit an(nos)
LV m(enses) VII Aur/elia Boroc / marito li/bens ani/mo posuit / a(hno)
p(rovinciae) CCLXXXXV?3,

(S S —3

o 0300 wey e el il il aaadl oda e gl &

cdanzat & 2kl Lo e 2 Basilica dominica sls S5 ags 26V

el S Ry i i eds 55 Pioenl) 53Lal e AV 5Lal sds L
+309 s

IDOM [/ [ /I Me(n)sa lanfuari mar/t<y=U>ris p[i]/le zeses
/[[Confe]ssione sancti et basilica dominica / [et] memoria bb(eatorum)
wv(irorum) L(uci) Honorati L() P() Ta[n]/[n]oni Victoris <di=Z>(aconi)
et Tannoni Ru[fini]/ani L() P() fecit L(ucius) Tannonius Rog[atus] / [3]S
1111 ab Honorato a(nno) p(rovinciag) CCLXX%.
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] Tertullus m<au=0O>sole/[um 3 in]stituit aere suo et / [ob peccatorum
suorum et] patris et matris sor/[oris et uxoris 3 filiJorum et nepotis
red/[emptionem et] demissionem fecit?®.
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Pro sal[ute atq(ue)] incolumi/tate dd(ominorum) nn(ostrorum)
Impp(eratorum) Co(n)stanti et / Co(n)stans Augg(ustorum) muru(m) et
porta(m) nova(m) / et turres a solo Statulenius Felix / disp(unctor) una
cum primores ded[i]/cavit ( !) p(rovinciag) CCCX*2.
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Pro sal(ute) et incol(umitate) reg(is) Masunae gent(ium) / Maur(orum) et
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A- Livres:
- Jean Marcillet-Jaubert, Les inscriptions d’Altava, Publications des annales de la
faculté des lettres, Aix-en-Provence, 1968.
B- Périodiques (revues scientifiques) :
- Paul courtot, « Alava », Encyclopédie berbére, 1986.
- Paul Courtot, Une nécropole romaine d’Altava, B.S.G.A.O, 1934, pp. 351-359/ 1936,
pp 8-12.
-Touatia Amraoui, L artisanat dans les cités antiques de I’ Algérie, I*' siécle avant notre
ére- VII¢aprés notre ére, Archaeopress Archaeology.
C- Théses et notes de doctorat :

- Nora Yahiaoui. Les Confins occidentaux de la Maurétanie Césarienne, Sciences de
I’Homme et Société, Ecole pratique des hautes études — EPHE, PARIS, 2003.
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! Touatia Amraoui, "L’artisanat dans les cités antiques de I’ Algérie", 1*' siécle avant
notre ére- VII®apres notre ere, Archaeopress Archaeology, p 08.

2 Nora Yahiaoui, Les Confins occidentaux de la Maurétanie Césarienne, Sciences de
I’Homme et Société. Ecole pratique des hautes études — EPHE, PARIS, 2003. P 61.
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4 Jean Marcillet-Jaubert, Les inscriptions d’ Altava, Publications des annales de la
faculté des lettres, Aix-en-Provence, 1968, p 09.
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