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The Inspired Hero and Historical Obsessions in the Arabic Novel
Walaa Kamal's Novel ""Kosh Ku™ as a Model
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Abstract
This research looks at the idea of the "inspirational hero™ in Arabic literature,
focusing on how the protagonist of the novel Kushko evolves alongside the
historical events in the story. The novel is set during the early 20th century,
covering the period of British occupation in Egypt, the Urabi Revolution, and
the growing national movement, especially around the 1919 Revolution. It also
highlights the role of Saad Zaghloul, a key leader in Egypt’s independence

struggle.
The author makes the protagonist a symbol of personal growth and intellectual
development. Starting off as a servant in a Cairo hotel, the hero has a deep love
for reading and learning. He teaches himself new languages, and over time,
becomes more involved in Egypt’s fight for independence. The novel shows
how his journey of education and self-improvement plays a key role in his

participation in the national struggle.

The story takes place mainly in Cairo’s Shepheard Hotel, and the narrative
structure is circular—starting and ending in the protagonist’s home region in

Nubia. This loop reflects both the hero’s personal growth and the ongoing
struggle for national freedom.
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