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Abstract:

The attacks that occurred on August 20, 1955, in the Second Historical
Region (Northern Constantine), were executed by soldiers of the
National Liberation Army (ALN) with the involvement of the Algerian
people. These operations targeted symbols of French colonial rule and
resulted in the deaths of two hundred French nationals and Algerian
Muslim collaborators. However, the French response was grounded in
the policy of "collective responsibility”, which led to the massacre of
thousands of civilians.
This study examines the colonial response through a comparative and
analytical approach to address key hypotheses regarding the motivations
behind such repressive policy. Furthermore, it aims to highlight the
findings of our research, revealing the deeply entrenched animosity
within the French colonial administration.

Keywords: 20 august 1955, North Constantine, repression, French
army, collective responsibility, Algerians.
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