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The Arab Critical Efforts Regarding Deconstructionist Theory: Saleh
Ziyad’s Book Afaq al-Nadariyyah al-Adabiyyah “Prospects of Literary
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Abstract:

This research aims to highlight the Arab critical efforts in the field of
contemporary literary theory. In this domain, Arab critics have long been
content with the mechanical transfer of theories or their direct
application, without any insightful examination of them or a critical
review of their epistemological contexts. Therefore, we sought to draw
attention to the critical efforts of the critic Saleh Ziyad in his
confrontation with one of the most controversial contemporary theories,
deconstructionist theory through his book Afag al-Nadariyyah al-
Adabiyyah.

Using the method of critical analysis, and after presenting the
conceptual framework of deconstruction, followed by tracing Saleh
Ziyad’s discussion of it in terms of its philosophical background, key
concepts, and propositions, the study reached the conclusion that the
critic succeeded, to a considerable extent, in confronting this theory. The
research also revealed the critic’s deep awareness and precise vision in
his analysis of it.

key words: Criticism, Arabic criticism, literary theory, deconstruction,
Saleh Ziyad
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