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Abstract:

Narrative storytelling is one of the most prominent expressive tools
capable of conveying societies’ experiences and realities. It has
developed throughout history in various forms, and since ancient times
the magama has remained one of the most significant literary genres in
our Arabic heritage. It oscillates between refined artistry and social
criticism on the one hand, and the documentation and portrayal of
people’s lives on the other, thus serving as a faithful mirror of human
experience in its diverse manifestations.

Since religion performs a crucial function in regulating individuals’
conduct and reforming societies, it has often taken a moral and
educational direction. Our study sheds light on the Magamat of Al-Hariri,
one of the most prominent Abbasid writers, known for his mastery of
eloquence. He succeeded in depicting daily events drawn from his social
environment and presented them within his brilliantly crafted maqamat,
which gained widespread recognition among scholars and intellectuals.
His work combines stylistic excellence and the unity of the narrative text
with a clear commitment to its reformist purpose. Through its ethical and
pedagogical implications, it reveals the dimensions of reformist religious
discourse embodied in Al-Hariri’s Magamat, making them a distinctive
literary model.

key words: Al-Hariri’s Magamat; Aesthetics; Narrative Text; Religious
Discourse; Reform.
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