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The Philosophical Representation of the Public Sphere in Habermas: A
Critical Study
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Abstract

This research paper aims to shed light on the contemporary philosophical
representation of the concept of public sphere. In this regard, the paper
raises a set of questions: What is the public sphere? Is it a modernist
phenomenon limited to Western societies, or is it also found in other
societies and civilizations? Is there a possibility of a public sphere
(Islamic, Middle Eastern, Asian, etc.)? How does philosophy today think
about the concept of public sphere in an era marked by the resurgence of
the religious? What is the best way for the debate to be established and
conducted in the public sphere between individuals and groups who

originate from different points of view and belong to different heritage
and traditions?
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The research paper deals with these questions by referring mainly to
Habermas's philosophy and the opinions he put forward in this regard,
but bearing in mind that the purpose of the paper is not only limited to
identifying Habermas's contribution, but also to compare it with other
contributions.

For the sake of methodology, we limited the comparison to Armando
Salvatore, whose contribution is extremely important, as it is a critical
and complementary contribution to Habermas's proposition.
Consequently, the approach that the researcher followed is a complex
approach: it begins with describing and analyzing Habermas's
contribution to the public sphere, where the researcher digs into the
history of the concept, the first roots of its formation and stages of its
development to the present moment, discusses the problems related to
this vision, and tries to evaluate his theory in this regard To fulfill this
latter requirement, he uses critical writings to propose Habermas on the
public sphere. Focusing on the contribution of Salvatore in this regard.
The paper concludes that there is a need to study the factors that cause
the absence of an effective and influential public sphere in our societies,
and calls for investing in Western theorizing and rebuilding heritage
towards a conceptual treatment that brings with it the reality of Middle
Eastern societies that requires attention to the different societal context
and taking this into account in dealing with the concept, and the
possibility of downloading it On the reality of these societies or using it
in the study and analysis of their phenomena.

key words: public sphere; secularism; post-secular societies; public
reason; Habermas; Salvatore
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! See: Hannah Arendt, The human condition, (Chicago & London: university of Chicago press,
2nd edition, 1998).
2 Jurgen Habermas, structural transformation of the public sphere: an inquiry in to a category of
bourgeois society, translated by: Thomas Burger, (massachussets institute of technology, 1989),
p- xii.
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4 Armando Salvatore, The Public Sphere Liberal Modernity, Catholicism Islam, (New York:
Palgrave Macmillan,1* edition, 2007), p.238.
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10°See: Jurgen Habermas, The Theory of Communicative Action, Translator: Thomas A. Mc
Carthy, 1981.
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12 Armando Salvatore, The Public Sphere Liberal Modernity, op cit, p.234.
13 Tbid, p.43.
141bid, p.247.
15 Ibid, p.239.
16 Eduardo Mendieta & Jonathan Van Antwerpen (eds), The Power of Religion in the Public
Sphere, ( Columbia: Columbia University Press, 2011), pp. 2-3.
17 Jurgen Habermas, structural transformation of the public sphere, op cit, p.1.
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19 See: Jurgen Habermas, structural transformation of the public sphere, op cit, p.30.
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22 Jurgen Habermas, The Political: The Rational Meaning of a Questionable Inheritance of
Political Theology, In: Eduardo Mendieta & Jonathan VanAntwerpen (eds), The Power of
Religion in the Public Sphere, ( Columbia: Columbia University Press, 2011), p. 25.
23 Ibid, p. 64.
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31 Ibid, p.12.
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