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The Folk Poetry of the Hodna Region: Type and Purpose

A Study and Critical Edition of Samples from the Manuscript of the
Diwan of Al-Hajj Lahcen Ben Belkacem Ben Barakat
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Abstract:

This research paper reflects aspects of what Al-Hajj Lahcen Ben
Belkacem Ben Mohamed Ben Barakat wrote in his handwritten Diwan;
one of the poetic writings available in the heritage of modern Algeria, a
highly important melodic poetic text in praise of the Prophet, peace be
upon him, as well as his treatment of the totality of his society’s
conditions, through which his comprehensiveness in expressing the
concept of popular culture, and one of its expressive forms, is evident, in
the spatiotemporal framework that constituted his homeland as a writer.
This formed an incentive to discuss manuscript poetic models from his
Diwan with the aim of bringing them out for reading, and to show the
importance of what his writing has provided as a refined addition to the
cultural heritage locally and nationally, so that the points of convergence
with other similar contexts and their problems that overlap within the
patterns of his writing are revealed on the one hand; and on the other
hand, the production of the totality of the active elements in the
consciousness through his texts.

key words: Diwan; Folk Poetry; The Prophet peace and blessings be
upon him; Haj Lahcen Barakat; Al-Hadna; Zawiya of the sons of Sidi
Belkacem.
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