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Abstract:
This paper examines the concept of secularism in the thought of Azmi
Bishara through an approach that combines conceptual, historical, and
structural analysis. The study begins by outlining the theoretical
foundations of secularism as formulated by Bishara, viewing it as a
principle of state neutrality toward religions within a democratic and civil
framework, rather than as an expression of hostility toward religion. It
then traces the historical development of the idea in the European
context—from the church—state conflict through the Reformation and the
rise of modern rationalism—in order to highlight the specific conditions
that produced the Western model of secularization. The paper concludes
that implementing secularism in the Arab world, in any of its possible
forms, faces fundamental difficulties linked to the dominance of populist
religious discourse and the weakness of civil structures capable of
accommodating the separation between political and religious spheres
without undermining cultural and social identity. Finally, the study
argues that research on secularism in the Arab context requires a shift
from purely philosophical analysis to sociological inquiry, in order to
understand the structure of religious consciousness and its
transformations within society.
key words: Azmi Bishara, secularism, European history, religion, state,
contemporary Arab.
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