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The Image of Poverty and the Poor in Arab Mahjar Poetry: A
Subjective and Artistic Study

Abstract

Poverty has long been one of the sources of artistic creativity for poets across
different eras of poetry, languages, and cultures. It stirs the poets’ talents and
ignites their emotions. Their feelings are deeply moved by the sight of the
faces of the poor, the groans of the needy, and the victims left in the wake of
poverty. Their imaginations take hold of these scenes, portraying them in
exquisite poetic images that melt the heart with the pain of the poor and urge
the wealthy to help their impoverished brothers and sisters. Arab Mahjar poets
are among the Arab poets most concerned with the phenomenon of poverty
in the history of Arabic poetry. This is due to the unique nature of their
experience. Driven by poverty and destitution, they emigrated from their
homelands in search of a better life. Unfortunately, most of them lived in
poverty even in their new lands, experiencing both poverty and alienation.
This compounded their suffering, leading them to advocate for the poor and
the simple, call for equality among humans, encourage generosity and giving,
and criticize miserly wealthy individuals. This experience cultivated a
distinctive social philosophy that set them apart among contemporary Arab
poets.

This study aims to revisit Mahjar poetry by exploring the phenomenon of
poverty as depicted by its poets and examining the manifestations of poverty
and its influence on the construction and shaping of Mahjar poetry in both its
northern and southern branches. The study is organized into an introduction
and eight sections: 1. Addresses the suffering of Mahjar poets due to poverty.
2. Explores their perspective on wealth. 3. Examines their view of the value
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of money. 4. Highlights their advocacy for generosity and giving. 5.
Discusses their depiction of the conditions of the poor. 6. Focuses on their
portrayal of the poor. 7. Examines their depiction of individuals engaged in
simple trades. 8. Reflects on the tolerance and magnanimity of Mahjar poets.
The study employs a subjective and artistic approach as its methodological
framework.

Keywords: Poetry, Criticism, Mahjar Poets, Image, Poverty and the Poor.
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