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Abstract:

This study examines the discourse describing the senses in the novel “Beirut
Nightmares” the Syrian novelist Ghada al-Samman wrote while the 1975-
1900 Lebanese civil war inflicts the worst of evil on people. The study’s three
parts debate the following: the senses describing discourse when one’s face,
hand, and tongue are afflicted by the curse of sectarianism; what we call “the
chaos of senses” which reveals, among other things, aspects of the deep-
rooted hostility between the narrator and her senses; and the connection
between the senses and the miraculous narration, which reveals moments of
intense pain in which the writer hesitates between the exhausting visible
worlds and the terrifying invisible worlds to depict the characters in a strange,
miraculous way. Through a structural approach, this work reaches a number
of results, the most important of which is that the discourse of the senses is a
solid foundation of artistic writing in this novel. The senses, in the novel, are
given strange names and described with strange epithets. With these names
and descriptions, the narrator lives through various types of psychological
wars, the reality of which is known only to those who have suffered the hell
of war. And with such suffering come the nightmares and the fascination with
the strange and the weird. The miraculous is rather the warp that tightens the
sap of the novel in its inception, growth, and development.

key words: the senses - the Lebanese civil war — sectarianism -the miraculous-
Ghada al-Samman
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