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This sociological study addressed the phenomenon of drug abuse among youth in Algerian cities, focusing
on its impact on the disintegration of national identity from the perspective of social alienation. The study
stems from a central question: How does drug abuse contribute to reinforcing feelings of alienation among
youth, thereby undermining their national belonging? This issue was analyzed by linking the dimensions of
social alienation (meaninglessness, powerlessness, isolation, normlessness, and self-estrangement) to the
weakening of national identity, particularly in the context of the rapid transformations taking place in urban
society. :
The study aimed to highlight the extent to which social alienation contributes tcreating an identity void that
pushes youth toward drug use as a means of escape or symbolic resistance. A set of theoretical frameworks in
sociology were employed, most notably Durkheim’s theories on social disintegration, Merton’s theory of
i structural strain, and the approaches of Fromm and Seeman regarding alienation and loss of meaning . E
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