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Pragmatic Functions in Surah Al-Kawthar

Interaction Mechanisms between the Topic/Focus Duality and
Discourse Connectives
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Abstract: Drawing upon the foundations of Functional Grammar—specifically the models of Simon Dik and
Ahmed Al-Mutawakkil—this study offers a critical analysis of the pragmatic structure of *Surah Al-Kawthar*.
It addresses the following central question: How, despite its lexical brevity, does the Quranic text succeed in
constructing a persuasive message capable of dismantling opposing rhetorical claims? The study employs a
functional-analytical approach to examine the text, focusing on the pragmatic functions of "Focus" and
"Topic," as well as the deployment of discourse markers such as the particle *fa* (so/then), *inna* (indeed), and
the *damir al-fasl* (pronoun of separation). The analysis reveals that the Surah’s pragmatic functions operate
through a precise argumentative dynamic—shifting from foundational assertion and the expression of divine
favor to a behavioral demarcation, and finally culminating in pragmatic refutation—thereby rendering the text,
despite its conciseness, pragmatically miraculous.
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