— 86-74 o o 2026 (01) 14 udi—ISSN 2352-9555 helezr Y1 Sigoudly bl ll aks

e Ln Y Jland ) duatig (5055 3 25 3a) Ayl a2l 0

The role of Algerian political elites in the formation and development of social
capital
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Abstract: This study examines contemporary shifts in approaches to analyzing the political process, particularly the
i gradual incorporation of the human dimension into the interpretation of political phenomena. This development has
i been reinforced by its adoption by the World Bank and several international institutions, which increasingly regard it as
i a key explanatory framework for understanding political dynamics. As a result, the concept of social capital has
! regained prominence as a central analytical resource for interpreting the relational structures and interactional dynamics
i of contemporary political action. :
i Within this framework, a growing awareness has emerged among Algerian political elites regarding the significance of
i social capital in shaping political practices. It is increasingly viewed as a structural determinant in the formation and
¢ reproduction of social capital, as well as an essential lens for understanding elite interaction patterns, their capacity to
i build trust-based networks, and their influence on decision-making processes. These processes contribute to the
i production of political legitimacy and the reconfiguration of political behavior within the public sphere through the
i strengthening of informal relations and network ties.
i The study’s central finding is that social capital is not merely an external contextual factor, but a resource that is :
i actively reproduced and strategically mobilized by Algerian political elites. This positions them as key actors in i
i shaping and sustaining the structure of social capital, as well as in redirecting its mechanisms within the political
i sphere, thereby enhancing their capacity to influence decision-making and consolidate political legitimacy. E

Keywords: Social Capital; Political Participation; Democratic Performance; Political Trust; Civil
i Society ]
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