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Abstract: This study examines the demographic composition of ancient North Africa and addresses
i the following question: how did the society of the ancient Maghreb move from tribal organization i
i to an urban system, and what role did incoming communities play in this transformation? The topic
i links early tribal structures to the beginnings of urbanization. Using a descriptive-analytical i
¢ historical method, it first surveys the major and minor Libyan tribes as depicted in Egyptian i
i sources, then follows the tribes recorded by Herodotus and other classical authors, and then maps |
i the population after the fifth century BC, covering indigenous peoples (Numidians, Gaetulians, i
i Moors) and the Eastern (Phoenicians, Greeks, Syrians) and Western (Italians, Iberians, Gauls)
i foreign communities. The study concludes that migration, trade, war and political expansion
i fostered the merging of tribes into organized kingdoms and the rise of urban centers, paving the
i way for a gradual transition to urban society, showing that urbanization resulted from long
i interaction between local and external factors. ]
i Keywords: Ancient Maghreb; Tribe; City; Numidians; Foreign communities.
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