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Abstract: This theoretical inquiry undertakes a rigorous and multidimensional examination of the concept of
i gender, addressing its historical, terminological, and sociological underpinnings. It traces the genealogy and
i evolution of the notion from its initial articulation in the 1970s to its subsequent consolidation as a universal
i and internationally institutionalized construct. The study systematically reviews the principal definitions
i advanced by specialized scholars, researchers, and international bodies, while critically delineating the
i epistemic and normative divergences between Western and Arab—Islamic frameworks. It further interrogates
i the formative contributions of the major feminist currents—liberal, Marxist, existentialist, and radical—in :
shaping the conceptual field, as well as the pivotal role played by international organizations in i
i disseminating and operationalizing the concept within global development and human rights discourses. §
i Grounded in a sociological perspective, the analysis engages with the seminal contributions of foundational
i Western theorists, including Auguste Comte, Emile Durkheim, Karl Marx, Friedrich Engels, Max Weber,
i and Herbert Spencer, and offers an interpretive reading of Malek Bennabi’s thought, which articulates an
i integrative and contextually grounded understanding of social roles.
! The study concludes that gender is a dialectical and multidimensional construct whose meanings and
applications are contingent upon diverse epistemological, intellectual, and cultural contexts. It contends that
i deploying the concept within the Arab—Islamic milieu requires a reflexive and context-sensitive approach—
i one that judiciously reconciles the insights of global theories and literature with the preservation of cultural
i specificities and religious referents. :
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