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The Socio-communicative connotations of graffiti within neighbourhood gangs:

(A case study of the drug category in the Fifth Kilometres neighbourhood in
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Abstract: This study aims to reveal the semantic meaning of graffiti codes for drug users and dealers, and
attempting to understand its socio-communicative significance after deconstructing it. In contrast to studies that dealt
with this topic from outside it, the study cases (Clown star, the ace of spades, the joker) were identified by a drug user :
i in the studied neighbourhood, and by the tattooist in decoding; so that we avoid making wrong observation and/or
i interpretation. Among the results that have been reached; the meaning nomenclature of a single symbol within drug
categories, alternative channels of communication Symbolically; the tattoos on the body, and the whistling as an
indicator of a security forces raid; and it is derived in its source ideology in the symbolic language formation of mafia

i films and anarchist philosophy.

Keywords: Symbolic meaning, graffiti, neighbourhood gangs, encoding and decoding.
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