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Virtual identity in digital social networks from the perspective of cognitive
balance theory "A field study on a sample of media and communication students
from the Universities of El-oued and Biskra"
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{ Abstract: :
Today digital social networks have become an important virtual space because of their unique :
¢ characteristics, especially with regard to the possibility of forming a virtual identity almost parallel :
¢ to the real identity, and the nature of the use of these spaces is governed by many social, cultural or :
: psychological, The latter is represented in the psychological state formed by the user, which is :
¢ balanced in some places and unbalanced in others, In the same context, we find the theory of :
i cognitive balance through which we seek to understand and explain how students create, through :
i the formation of virtual identities, a kind of psychological balance that makes them stable, whether :
: either at the individual or collective level, that is, with the other users with whom they interact. ]

Keywords: virtual identity¢ digital social networks¢ cognitive balance.
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