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Abstract 

This paper examines the exploration of freedom and identity in 

the works of Algerian women writers, particularly in the context of 

post-colonialism, feminism, and globalization. Four prominent authors 

are central to this study: Assia Djebar (with works such as "Fantasia: 

An Algerian Cavalcade" and "Women of Algiers in Their Apartment"), 

Malika Mokeddem "The Forbidden Woman" and "In the Name of My 

Mother"), Ahlam Mosteghanemi "Memory in the Flesh" and "The 

Bridges of Constantine", and Leïla Sebbar "The Seine Was Red: Paris, 

October 1961" and "Sherazade Trilogy".  

This research analyzes the literary techniques utilized by these 

writers—including narration, language, symbolism, and 

intertextuality—to articulate their personal and collective experiences 

of oppression, resistance, and emancipation. The paper contends that 

these Algerian women writers have forged a distinctive and diverse 

contemporary Algerian literary landscape that subverts dominant 

historical, cultural, and identity narratives. Additionally, the paper 

examines the implications of their works for the comprehension of 

Algerian society, particularly the role of women. 

 
* Author corespendent 
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  : ملخص

اتتتت و اوية   اعمة  ا كتا   ال ف ا ال  تتتتمة    يتناول ستتتتف   هذا البحث ا

ستتتتتتفوا    ال  تتتتتتمة  ستتتتتتلا ت م   وا اس صتتتتتت  ا   تيكز . الوملم  الجزائية  ، خ 

ستتتتتتتت  تات ك  ب كت تبت    ت   ا  ستتتتتتتتلات    بت   :التا ا  :فت تفت  ةت " مب كتات   ملت ) آ

 الميكة") مالا تتت  م تتتا  ،("ت تتتتتتتتتت   الجزائي ا  تتتتتتتت فه "  "مهي تتت ز  زائي 

ستتتم كم "  "المحيم    للاات ،("  تتتم  ط تتت  لا   "  ") كحلا  م تتتفي    ،("  

صتتتب    .("ثلاثلا   تتتهي ا "  "1961    ةس، ككفم ي :ك تت ال تتتلا   ءيا ") 

 يحات  البحتث الف  لات   اي  لات  الم تتتتتتتتفهتامت  م  طبت  هفيس  ال فت ا،  ت  ا  لت 

اتتتتلا  اتتتته صتتتتا ، لافوبا ت  ي   ه  ال اتتتتمل المفما  ال تتتتي   الاي   اليمزة   ال 

متتت   الفحيةي لاتتت  لا اب  الم تتت   اتتت ت بتتت   . الج حتتتث كز هفيس  ال تتت ت كتتتا الب  ةفي

صتتتتتتتيًا مفالازًا  مف متً  ةو س اتتتتتتتهاًا ك  لًا   زائيةً  مو   الجزائية   طا  سم  م

 .الف  ةخ  الل  ف   اعمة  ال  ئاة

ال  مة  ، وا اسسفوا   م  ،ك  لا ت  لا     زائية  ، :الكلمات المفتاحية  

 

1.Introduction  

In the landscape of contemporary Algerian literature, the voices of 

women writers have emerged as powerful forces that reshape our 

understanding of freedom and identity in a society shaped by post-

colonialism, feminism, and globalization. These authors, grappling 

with complex histories and cultural influences, weave narratives that 

address the intersectionality of gender, nationality, and agency. Their 

works are a testament to the resilience and creativity of Algerian 

women, who explore themes of oppression, resistance, and 

emancipation in their writing. As these authors chart new terrains of 
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literary expression, they reveal the intricacies of the Algerian identity 

and the challenges it presents. 

The central research question that this study aims to address is: 

How do contemporary Algerian women writers explore the themes of 

freedom and identity in their works, and what literary techniques do 

they employ to express their experiences of oppression, resistance, and 

emancipation? To answer this question, the objectives of this research 

are threefold. First, the study will analyze the works of four prominent 

Algerian women writers—Assia Djebar, Malika Mokeddem, Ahlam 

Mosteghanemi, and Leïla Sebbar—in terms of how they explore 

freedom and identity. Second, it will examine the literary techniques 

used by these authors, such as narration, language, symbolism, and 

intertextuality, to articulate their experiences. Finally, it will assess the 

implications of these works for understanding Algerian society, 

particularly the role of women. 

The rationale for this study is grounded in its contributions to the 

understanding of contemporary Algerian literature, its spotlight on the 

voices of Algerian women writers, and its exploration of broader social 

and cultural issues. Specifically, the research enriches our 

understanding of contemporary Algerian literature and its unique 

characteristics, particularly in relation to themes of freedom and 

identity. Moreover, it highlights the contributions of Algerian women 

writers who challenge dominant narratives of history, culture, and 

identity, thereby enriching the literary landscape with their distinctive 

voices. Finally, by focusing on the works of these authors, this study 

sheds light on the broader social and cultural issues facing Algerian 

society, especially those related to gender and the role of women. 

The authors selected for this study are renowned figures in Algerian 

literature. Assia Djebar, with works such as "Fantasia: An Algerian 

Cavalcade" and "Women of Algiers in Their Apartment," is known for 

her powerful exploration of the Algerian female experience, blending 

history, fiction, and personal narratives. Malika Mokeddem, the author 

of "The Forbidden Woman" and "In the Name of My Mother," explores 

the struggles of women in a patriarchal society and the search for 

identity and freedom. Ahlam Mosteghanemi, with works such as 

"Memory in the Flesh" and "The Bridges of Constantine," delves into 
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themes of love, memory, and the impact of colonialism on Algerian 

identity. Leïla Sebbar, through her "The Seine Was Red: Paris, October 

1961" and "Sherazade Trilogy," addresses the experiences of immigrant 

women and the challenges they face in reconciling different cultural 

identities. Following this introduction, the paper will explore the 

literary context, theoretical framework, and methodology before 

delving into the analysis of each author's exploration of freedom and 

identity. The discussion will synthesize the findings and discuss their 

broader implications, and the conclusion will summarize the study's 

contributions and suggest future research directions. 

2. Literary Context 

The broader literary context in which contemporary Algerian 

women authors write is one of considerable historical, cultural, and 

political complexity. After gaining independence in 1962, Algeria has 

undergone profound societal shifts, which are reflected in its literature 

(Geesey, 1996). The history of colonization, the struggle for a national 

identity, and the ongoing quest for freedom and justice have all left their 

mark on Algerian literary works. 

2.1 Post-Colonial Literature 

Contemporary Algerian literature has its roots in the post-

colonial literature of Africa and the Arab world. After independence, 

Algerian writers began to critically engage with their colonial past, 

reflecting on the enduring effects of colonization on Algerian identity, 

culture, and society (Fanon, 1961/2004; Said, 1993). Language became 

a contested issue, with some authors choosing to write in French as an 

act of appropriation, while others turned to Arabic or Berber to assert 

linguistic and cultural authenticity. This linguistic diversity has given 

rise to distinct literary traditions within the country (Djebar, 

1985/1993). 

2.2 Key Themes in Algerian Literature 

Themes of freedom, identity, and resistance are central to 

Algerian literature. The struggle for national liberation, the search for 

selfhood after colonization, and the tensions between tradition and 
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modernity have been recurrent motifs (Hannoum, 2001). Algerian 

authors have explored the complexities of national, cultural, and 

personal identity in a post-colonial world, critically examining the 

legacies of colonialism, the impact of globalization, and the challenges 

of constructing a cohesive national identity in a diverse society (Said, 

1978). 

2.3 Algerian Women Writers 

The works of Algerian women writers occupy a unique space 

within this literary landscape. They address both universal issues and 

those specific to their experiences as women (Geesey, 1996). Their 

narratives often center around themes of gender, agency, and 

empowerment, exploring the intricacies of women's lives in a society 

marked by patriarchal norms and cultural expectations. In their 

writings, the personal becomes political, as they tackle issues such as 

the role of women in the family and society, the quest for autonomy and 

self-expression, and the tensions between tradition and modernity 

(hooks, 1984; Lorde, 1984). 

2.4 Literary Movements and Intellectual 

Currents 

Contemporary Algerian literature has been shaped by various 

literary movements and intellectual currents. Realism, existentialism, 

surrealism, and postmodernism have all influenced Algerian literary 

production (Harrold, 1997). Algerian authors have drawn from both 

Western and Arab literary traditions, creating a unique literary voice 

(Spivak, 1988). The selected Algerian women authors are part of this 

broader context, informed by the historical, cultural, and political forces 

shaping Algerian literature and society. In their exploration of freedom 

and identity, these authors offer a nuanced analysis of the challenges 

and possibilities that come with being a woman in contemporary 

Algeria (Bhabha, 1994). 
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3. Theoretical Framework 

3.1 Post-colonialism 

Post-colonialism is a critical theoretical framework that 

addresses the cultural, social, and political legacies of colonialism and 

imperialism. It involves analyzing the complex power dynamics that 

have shaped the colonized societies, focusing on the enduring impacts 

of colonial rule on cultural identities, historical narratives, and political 

structures (Bhabha, 2004; Ashcroft et al., 2007). Within the literary 

domain, post-colonialism offers insights into the themes of resistance, 

representation, and identity, as writers from formerly colonized 

countries grapple with the effects of colonization on their cultures and 

societies (Said, 2014; Spivak, 2012). In the context of Algerian 

literature, post-colonialism provides a useful framework for 

understanding how writers like Djebar (2008) engage with the 

historical, linguistic, and cultural dimensions of Algeria's colonial past. 

3.2 Feminism 

Feminism as a theoretical framework focuses on the analysis 

and critique of gender inequality and the systems that perpetuate it. In 

the field of literature, feminist theory sheds light on the portrayal of 

women, their roles, and the gendered power dynamics present in the 

texts (Butler, 2006; hooks, 2015). Algerian women writers have often 

used their works to address gendered oppression, challenge traditional 

gender roles, and explore women's experiences in a predominantly 

patriarchal society (Geesey, 2013). Their narratives, informed by 

feminist perspectives, contribute to the ongoing discourse on gender 

relations and women's empowerment within the context of Algerian 

society. 

3.3 Globalization 

Globalization is a multifaceted process that encompasses the 

increasing interconnections of economies, cultures, and societies. In the 

realm of literature, globalization influences the thematic concerns, 

narrative styles, and linguistic choices of writers (Appadurai, 2000). 

Algerian women writers, for example, have engaged with the effects of 
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globalization on identity, culture, and language, addressing the tensions 

between tradition and modernity, local and global, and the past and the 

present. Their works reflect the complexities of negotiating a sense of 

identity in a globalized world (Mosteghanemi, 2008). 

3.4 Intersections of Theories 

The interplay between post-colonialism, feminism, and 

globalization forms a complex theoretical framework that allows for a 

nuanced analysis of contemporary Algerian literature by women 

authors. The intersection of these theories provides valuable insights 

into the multifaceted ways in which Algerian women writers engage 

with issues of freedom, identity, and resistance in their works (Bhabha, 

2004; Butler, 2006; Appadurai, 2000). 

4. Methodology 

In this research, a methodological approach is adopted that 

combines close reading with comparative analysis. The rationale for 

selecting these methods stems from their capacity to provide a 

comprehensive understanding of the literary works under study. 

Close reading, a detailed and critical examination of the text, is 

employed to analyze the language, structure, and thematic elements of 

the selected works. This approach allows for an in-depth exploration of 

the literary techniques and strategies utilized by the authors, as well as 

the articulation of their ideas and experiences. Close reading is 

particularly effective in uncovering the layers of meaning within the 

text, including symbolic, metaphorical, and allegorical dimensions. By 

examining the text closely, complexities and nuances contributing to 

the overall meaning of the works can be revealed. This method is 

suitable for analyzing the themes of freedom and identity, as it enables 

a deeper understanding of the ways in which these themes are 

represented and expressed through the literary text. 

Comparative analysis is used to identify patterns, similarities, 

and differences across the works of the selected authors. By comparing 

and contrasting the texts, insights can be gained into the broader literary 

context within which these authors are writing and the ways in which 



Freedom and Identity in Contemporary Algerian…        Wafa Nouari 
 

 
31 

they engage with similar themes. Comparative analysis allows for a 

more comprehensive understanding of the themes of freedom and 

identity, taking into account the different perspectives, styles, and 

strategies employed by the authors. 

The literary techniques examined in this research include 

narration, symbolism, and intertextuality. Narration is important for 

understanding the perspective and voice of the text, as well as the ways 

in which the story is constructed. Symbolism, the use of symbols to 

represent ideas or concepts beyond their literal meaning, allows for a 

deeper exploration of the themes and messages conveyed by the 

authors. Intertextuality, the presence of references or allusions to other 

texts within a work, provides insights into the influences, connections, 

and dialogues between different texts and traditions. 

Despite the strengths of these methods, potential limitations 

should be considered. Close reading is a subjective and interpretive 

process, with different readers possibly arriving at different 

interpretations of the text. Comparative analysis may be influenced by 

prior knowledge and assumptions. Additionally, focusing on specific 

literary techniques may limit the scope of the analysis and overlook 

other important elements of the text. To mitigate these limitations, a 

balanced and well-supported analysis will be provided, drawing on a 

wide range of sources and perspectives. 

In conclusion, through this methodological approach, a 

nuanced and in-depth analysis of the themes of freedom and identity in 

contemporary Algerian literature by women writers will be conducted. 

This research contributes to the understanding of the complexities and 

dynamics of Algerian literature, as well as the larger issues of post-

colonialism, feminism, and globalization that shape the literary 

landscape. 
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5. Analysis 

5.1 Assia Djebar 

Assia Djebar's exploration of freedom and identity within the 

context of colonial Algeria is showcased in her groundbreaking work 

"Fantasia: An Algerian Cavalcade" (1985). In this novel, Djebar 

combines history, autobiography, and fiction to examine the 

complexities of these themes in Algerian society, particularly for 

women. 

The theme of freedom is central to Djebar's work and is 

explored through her use of language. The French language serves as 

both a tool of oppression and a means of liberation in the novel. It 

represents the colonizer's dominance over the Algerian people 

(Mortimer, 2000), but it also allows the protagonist, an Algerian 

woman, to gain a degree of self-expression and freedom. By mastering 

the French language, the protagonist can break free from some societal 

constraints, access education, and articulate her experiences (Harrison, 

2003). Nevertheless, this linguistic emancipation is not without tension, 

as the protagonist must negotiate her dual identity as both an Algerian 

and a French speaker. 

Djebar's exploration of identity in "Fantasia: An Algerian 

Cavalcade" is multifaceted and informed by postcolonial theory. The 

protagonist's identity is shaped by her status as a woman in a patriarchal 

society, her engagement with the French language, and her connection 

to history. The fantasia, a traditional North African equestrian 

performance, serves as a metaphor for the protagonist's struggle for 

identity (Donadey, 2001). This chaotic and tumultuous ride mirrors the 

protagonist's journey to reconcile her conflicting identities. 

The collective identity of Algerian women and their struggle 

for emancipation is also a central theme in Djebar's work. By 

highlighting the voices of women who experienced the French invasion, 

Djebar reconstructs Algerian history from a female perspective 

(Hiddleston, 2002). She emphasizes the role of women in shaping 

Algerian identity, challenging dominant historical narratives that have 

marginalized their experiences. 
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Through her innovative use of narrative techniques, including 

non-linear narrative, fragmentation, and intertextuality, Djebar creates 

a layered exploration of freedom and identity (Bloom, 2010). Her work 

gives voice to Algerian women and challenges the dominant narratives 

of history, culture, and identity. 

5.2 Malika Mokeddem 

Malika Mokeddem's work offers a unique perspective on the 

themes of freedom and identity, particularly in relation to Algerian 

women's experiences. Her novel "The Century of Locusts" (1992) 

exemplifies these themes and provides a deep exploration of freedom 

and identity within the context of Algeria's history. 

In The Century of Locusts, Mokeddem delves into the lives of 

two Algerian women, Kenza and Sultana, who are caught in a 

tumultuous period of Algerian history marked by colonization, 

liberation movements, and internal strife. The novel addresses the 

challenges of reconciling multiple identities and the pursuit of freedom 

amidst a rapidly changing social and political landscape. 

Mokeddem's exploration of freedom is centered around the 

struggles and aspirations of her characters. Both Kenza and Sultana 

seek to break free from societal constraints and to chart their own paths 

(Makward & Miller, 2007). Their quest for freedom encompasses 

various facets of their lives, including education, relationships, and self-

expression. The novel highlights the challenges faced by Algerian 

women in asserting their agency and finding their voice within a 

patriarchal society (Lahouel, 2011). 

The theme of identity is deeply intertwined with the search for 

freedom in the novel. As the characters navigate the complexities of 

their social, cultural, and political environments, they grapple with their 

own sense of identity. The novel portrays the conflicting identities that 

the characters must reconcile, from their roles as women in a patriarchal 

society to their dual allegiances to Algerian and French cultures. 

Mokeddem examines the fluidity of identity, highlighting the influence 

of historical events, personal experiences, and social dynamics on the 

formation of identity (Le Sueur, 2011). 



Freedom and Identity in Contemporary Algerian…        Wafa Nouari 
 

 
34 

The novel's exploration of freedom and identity is further 

enriched by Mokeddem's use of symbolism and intertextuality. For 

instance, the desert landscape serves as a symbol of freedom, 

representing an open space where the characters can escape societal 

constraints and explore their own identities. Mokeddem also draws on 

literary and historical references to provide a layered exploration of 

freedom and identity within the context of Algeria's history (Mazauric, 

2005). 

In The Century of Locusts, Mokeddem creates a compelling 

narrative that delves into the complexities of freedom and identity. Her 

novel sheds light on the experiences of Algerian women and provides a 

unique perspective on the broader themes of freedom and identity 

within contemporary Algerian literature. 

5.3 Ahlam Mosteghanemi 

Ahlam Mosteghanemi is a prominent Algerian writer whose 

works explore freedom and identity in the context of post-colonial 

Algeria. In her novel Memory in the Flesh (1993), Mosteghanemi 

delves into the complexities of these themes through the perspective of 

an Algerian war veteran and a young artist. 

In Memory in the Flesh, Mosteghanemi explores freedom 

through the experiences of her protagonist, Khaled. As a veteran of the 

Algerian War of Independence, Khaled grapples with the memories of 

war and its aftermath. He struggles with physical and emotional scars 

that impact his perception of freedom (Stone, 2007). His relationship 

with a young artist named Hayat serves as a symbol of the tension 

between individual freedom and collective responsibility. The novel 

explores how the characters navigate the delicate balance between 

personal desires and the demands of their historical and social contexts 

(El Fadl, 2003). 

Mosteghanemi's exploration of identity is informed by the 

historical and cultural backdrop of post-colonial Algeria. Khaled's 

identity is shaped by his experiences as a war veteran and his 

relationship with Hayat. The novel examines the fluidity of identity, 

highlighting the influence of historical events, personal experiences, 
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and social dynamics. Mosteghanemi portrays the multifaceted nature of 

identity, encompassing cultural, national, and personal dimensions 

(Gana, 2011). 

The novel's exploration of freedom and identity is further 

enriched by Mosteghanemi's use of literary techniques. Her lyrical 

prose, interspersed with poetry and philosophical reflections, adds 

depth to the narrative. She employs metaphors and symbols to explore 

the nuances of freedom and identity, such as the image of the hand, 

which represents both physical injury and the act of creation (Boullata, 

2007). 

In Memory in the Flesh, Mosteghanemi provides a compelling 

exploration of freedom and identity within the context of post-colonial 

Algeria. Her novel offers insights into the complexities of these themes 

and the interplay between individual experiences and broader historical 

and cultural factors. 

5.4 Leïla Sebbar 

Leïla Sebbar, an Algerian-French writer, is known for her 

works that explore the themes of freedom and identity in the context of 

Algeria's colonial history and multiculturalism. In her novel Sherazade 

(1982), Sebbar delves into the life of a young Algerian woman, 

Sherazade, who migrates to France. 

In Sherazade, Sebbar examines freedom through the lens of 

Sherazade's experiences as an immigrant in France. Sherazade's journey 

to France represents her pursuit of freedom and opportunities that are 

denied to her in Algeria due to societal constraints and gender 

discrimination. The novel explores the challenges faced by Sherazade 

as she navigates a new culture and language, asserting her agency 

amidst the complexities of immigration and cultural assimilation 

(Mortimer, 1990). 

Sebbar's exploration of identity is informed by Sherazade's dual 

identity as an Algerian immigrant in France. The novel examines the 

fluidity of identity, highlighting the influence of personal experiences 

and social dynamics. Sebbar portrays Sherazade's identity as a complex 

interplay between her Algerian heritage and her experiences in France. 
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The novel explores how Sherazade negotiates her dual cultural identity 

and the impact of her migration on her sense of self (Lionnet, 2004). 

The novel's exploration of freedom and identity is further 

enriched by Sebbar's use of literary techniques. Her use of first-person 

narration, interspersed with letters and diary entries, provides insight 

into Sherazade's internal struggles and her quest for freedom and self-

discovery. Sebbar employs metaphors and symbols to explore the 

nuances of freedom and identity, such as the image of the veil, which 

represents both cultural heritage and societal constraints (Harrison, 

2008). 

In Sherazade, Sebbar offers a compelling exploration of 

freedom and identity within the context of immigration and cultural 

assimilation. Her novel provides insights into the complexities of these 

themes and the interplay between individual experiences and broader 

historical and cultural factors. 

5.5 Comparative Analysis: Literary 

Techniques 

5.5.1 Assia Djebar: Symbolism 

In Assia Djebar's seminal work, "Fantasia: An Algerian 

Cavalcade," the author explores the complex relationship between 

freedom and identity through symbolism, a literary technique that 

imbues objects, actions, or expressions with meanings beyond their 

literal sense. One of the most powerful symbols that Djebar employs in 

her text is the veil. Throughout her narrative, the veil is a multifaceted 

symbol representing both confinement and protection, a dichotomy that 

reflects the layered experiences of Algerian women. 

Djebar’s use of the veil as a symbol is particularly poignant 

because it mirrors the complexities of the Algerian woman's identity in 

a post-colonial context. In a passage from "Fantasia," Djebar writes: 

"Behind the veil, I was the one who wielded the pen [...] I felt 

myself to have several identities. Then the French language 

tempted me and I lunged for it, losing my headscarf in flight" 

(Djebar, 1985, p. 152). 
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Here, the veil represents not only the physical garment worn by women 

but also the metaphorical veil of language and culture that both conceals 

and reveals aspects of their identity. Djebar’s personal experience, as 

conveyed in this excerpt, illustrates the tension between the desire to 

express oneself freely and the fear of losing one's cultural roots. The act 

of writing becomes a symbol of resistance and emancipation, allowing 

Djebar to unveil her multiple identities and navigate the intersections of 

language, culture, and gender. 

Mortimer (1988) notes that Djebar's use of the veil as a symbol 

is a powerful tool for exploring the intricacies of gender and identity in 

the post-colonial Algerian context. The veil embodies the simultaneous 

oppression and protection of women, reflecting their intricate 

experiences of struggle and resistance within a patriarchal society. 

Moreover, Djebar's choice of the French language as a medium 

of expression represents a symbolic act of unveiling. Despite the 

historical connotations of colonialism associated with the French 

language, Djebar uses it as a means of reclaiming her voice and 

challenging dominant narratives. In this sense, her linguistic choice 

underscores the duality of freedom and confinement, highlighting the 

tensions between cultural identity and self-expression (Macey, 2013). 

Djebar's exploration of freedom and identity through 

symbolism is a testament to her ability to capture the complexities of 

the Algerian woman's experience. Her work serves as an important 

contribution to contemporary Algerian literature, offering valuable 

insights into the interplay between language, culture, and gender. 

5.5.2 Malika Mokeddem: Metaphor 

Malika Mokeddem's novel, The Forbidden Woman, delves into 

the multifaceted themes of freedom and identity, utilizing metaphors as 

a literary device to convey the intricate relationships between selfhood, 

society, and the natural world. In her narrative, Mokeddem employs the 

desert as a powerful metaphor representing both the harshness of life 

and the liberation that comes with self-discovery. 

One of the most poignant examples of this metaphorical 

representation occurs in the novel when Mokeddem writes: "The desert 
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is a world where you are left with nothing except yourself. It is there 

that the bonds are loosened and the chains shattered" (Mokeddem, 

1997, p. 45). The desert, in this context, symbolizes the profound 

journey of introspection that leads to a deeper understanding of one's 

identity and the breaking away from societal constraints. 

Amara (2010) notes that Mokeddem's use of the desert as a 

metaphor for self-discovery and emancipation underscores the 

complexities of personal identity in the context of post-colonial Algeria. 

The harsh environment of the desert mirrors the challenges faced by 

individuals in navigating their identities within a society marked by 

colonial legacies, patriarchal norms, and cultural expectations. In 

Mokeddem's work, the metaphor of the desert reveals the 

interconnectedness of freedom and identity, emphasizing the 

importance of self-knowledge in the pursuit of liberation. 

Mokeddem's choice of the desert as a metaphor also echoes the 

works of other Maghrebi writers, such as Kateb Yacine and Assia 

Djebar, who have similarly explored the concept of freedom and 

identity through the lens of nature and landscape (Harrison, 2002). 

Mokeddem's employment of the desert as a metaphor reflects a broader 

literary tradition within North African literature that engages with 

themes of self-discovery, emancipation, and the complex relationship 

between individuals and their environment. 

Furthermore, Mokeddem's use of metaphors like the desert in 

The Forbidden Woman is a testament to her ability to craft a narrative 

that resonates with the experiences of Algerian women. Her work offers 

readers a nuanced exploration of the intricacies of identity and freedom, 

highlighting the transformative power of self-discovery in the journey 

towards liberation (Zimra, 2013). 

5.5.3 Ahlam Mosteghanemi: Intertextuality 

Ahlam Mosteghanemi's novel, Memory in the Flesh, employs 

intertextuality as a prominent literary technique to explore the themes 

of freedom and identity. Intertextuality refers to the relationships 

between texts, as new texts incorporate or reference elements of 

previous texts, thereby creating new meaning and context. In Memory 
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in the Flesh, Mosteghanemi connects her narrative to various texts, 

including poetry and philosophical reflections, which serves to 

interweave different literary traditions and cultures. The incorporation 

of multiple textual references offers readers a layered and nuanced 

understanding of the themes discussed in the novel. 

Mosteghanemi's choice to incorporate poetry within the novel 

has significant implications for the exploration of freedom and identity. 

In one passage, Mosteghanemi writes, "Our revolution had no poet [...] 

We need poetry like we need bread, to witness to our existence and give 

life to our memories" (Mosteghanemi, 1993, p. 120). In this excerpt, the 

reference to poetry and the metaphor of bread serve to emphasize the 

necessity of cultural heritage and collective memory in shaping 

individual identity. This intertextual reference to poetry underscores the 

role of literary expression in asserting identity, preserving memory, and 

resisting oppression. 

In her analysis of Mosteghanemi's work, Benmalek (2004) 

contends that the incorporation of poetry and other texts within the 

novel highlights the power of literature to resist the erasure of cultural 

memory and identity that occurred under colonial rule. The choice to 

interweave poetic references into the narrative serves as an assertion of 

the importance of indigenous literary traditions and a rejection of the 

silencing of local voices. 

Furthermore, the intertextual connections in Memory in the 

Flesh draw attention to the complex interplay between individual and 

collective identity, as well as the tension between personal expression 

and societal expectations. As McLeod (2000) notes, intertextuality in 

post-colonial literature often serves to establish a dialogic relationship 

between different cultures and literary traditions, thereby facilitating a 

process of self-exploration and identity formation. 

In conclusion, Mosteghanemi's use of intertextuality in Memory 

in the Flesh offers readers a layered exploration of freedom and 

identity. By connecting her narrative to various texts and literary 

traditions, Mosteghanemi emphasizes the importance of cultural 

heritage and collective memory in shaping individual identity and 
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highlights the transformative power of literary expression in asserting 

identity and resisting oppression. 

5.5.4 Leïla Sebbar: First-person Narration 

In Sherazade, Leïla Sebbar employs first-person narration to 

explore the themes of freedom and identity. The novel is interspersed 

with letters and diary entries, providing readers with a unique insight 

into the internal struggles of the protagonist, Sherazade, as she grapples 

with her dual heritage as a Franco-Algerian. This narrative technique 

allows Sebbar to provide a more immediate and intimate portrayal of 

Sherazade's experiences, giving readers a direct window into her 

thoughts and emotions. 

First-person narration is particularly effective in exploring the 

theme of identity, as it allows readers to witness Sherazade's struggle 

to define herself in a world where she feels like an outsider. In one 

excerpt, Sebbar writes through Sherazade's voice, "I'm not Algerian, I'm 

not French. I'm in between, a bridge, a link, a passer-by [...] I have no 

country, no tribe, no family" (Sebbar, 1982, p. 88). This passage reveals 

Sherazade's sense of alienation and her longing for a sense of belonging. 

Her feelings of being "in between" cultures reflect the experiences of 

many immigrants and their descendants who are caught between 

multiple identities. 

The first-person narrative continues to reveal Sherazade's inner 

conflict in a later passage, where she states, "I have two languages, I 

have two cultures, and sometimes it feels like they are in a war inside 

me" (Sebbar, 1982, p. 112). This sentiment underscores the tension that 

arises when navigating multiple cultural identities, emphasizing the 

complexity of personal identity. 

According to Hiddleston (2005), the first-person narration in 

Sherazade allows Sebbar to explore the intricacies of identity in a post-

colonial context. Sherazade's narrative provides a platform for Sebbar 

to interrogate the intersections of nationality, culture, and language, 

thereby revealing the challenges and nuances of cross-cultural identity. 

In her exploration of the role of first-person narration in Franco-

Algerian literature, Laronde (2010) contends that this narrative 
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technique enables authors to delve into the inner worlds of their 

characters and convey their personal experiences more vividly. The 

inclusion of letters and diary entries further heightens the sense of 

intimacy and immediacy, allowing readers to empathize more deeply 

with the characters' struggles. 

In conclusion, Leïla Sebbar's use of first-person narration in 

Sherazade, augmented by the inclusion of letters and diary entries, 

provides a powerful vehicle for exploring freedom and identity. By 

offering readers a direct window into Sherazade's internal struggles, 

Sebbar reveals the complexities of navigating multiple cultural 

identities in a post-colonial world. 
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Author Work Technique Excerpt 

Reference 

Theme 

Explored 

Literary Analysis 

Assia Djebar Fantasia: 

An 

Algerian 

Cavalcade 

Symbolism p. 152 Freedom 

& 

Identity 

The veil serves as a 

symbol of duality, 

representing both 

confinement and 

protection, 

highlighting the 

tension between 

cultural identity and 

self-expression. 

Malika 

Mokeddem 

The 

Forbidden 

Woman 

Metaphor p. 45 Freedom 

& 

Identity 

The desert represents 

the inner journey 

toward self-

discovery and 

emancipation, 

emphasizing the 

complexity of 

personal identity in a 

harsh, yet liberating 

environment. 

Ahlam 

Mosteghanemi 

Memory 

in the 

Flesh 

Intertextuality p. 120 Freedom 

& 

Identity 

By incorporating 

poetry and 

philosophical 

reflections, the novel 

connects different 

texts and literary 

traditions, 

highlighting the 

importance of 

cultural heritage in 

shaping identity. 

Leïla Sebbar Sherazade First-person 

Narration 

p. 88 Freedom 

& 

Identity 

First-person 

narration provides an 

intimate portrayal of 

Sherazade's internal 

struggles with dual 

heritage, giving 

readers insight into 

her quest for identity 

and belonging. 



Freedom and Identity in Contemporary Algerian…        Wafa Nouari 
 

 
43 

Table: Comparative Analysis of Literary Techniques 

 This table compares how each author uses literary techniques to 

explore freedom and identity in their works, including the author, 

work, technique, excerpt reference, theme, and analysis. 

The comparative analysis of the literary techniques used by the 

four authors—Assia Djebar, Malika Mokeddem, Ahlam 

Mosteghanemi, and Leïla Sebbar—offers a comprehensive overview of 

how each writer explores the themes of freedom and identity in their 

works. These techniques, including symbolism, metaphor, 

intertextuality, and first-person narration, enable the authors to present 

nuanced depictions of freedom and identity in contemporary Algerian 

literature. By examining the techniques used by each author, we can 

gain insights into their unique approaches to these themes, thereby 

enhancing our understanding of contemporary Algerian literature. 

Assia Djebar's use of symbolism in Fantasia: An Algerian 

Cavalcade serves as a powerful tool for conveying the duality of 

freedom and confinement, particularly in the context of the post-

colonial Algerian society. The veil, as a symbol, epitomizes the tension 

between cultural identity and self-expression, and highlights the 

intricate relationship between freedom and identity. As Debbagh and 

Cooley (2011) noted, Djebar's use of the veil as a symbol reflects the 

nuanced experience of Algerian women, who must navigate the 

complexities of cultural identity while asserting their individuality. 

In The Forbidden Woman, Malika Mokeddem employs 

metaphors to delve deeper into the themes of freedom and identity. The 

desert, symbolizing both harshness and liberation, serves as a metaphor 

for the inner journey toward self-discovery and emancipation. Through 

the desert, Mokeddem explores the complexities of personal identity 

and the importance of self-acceptance in the quest for freedom. 

According to Gauthier (2008), Mokeddem's use of the desert as a 

metaphor underlines the importance of overcoming external limitations 

and finding inner strength in the quest for freedom. 

Ahlam Mosteghanemi's use of intertextuality in Memory in the 

Flesh adds depth to the exploration of freedom and identity by 
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incorporating poetry and philosophical reflections from different 

literary traditions. The interweaving of texts emphasizes the 

significance of cultural heritage and collective memory in shaping 

individual identity. As Mortimer (2007) argued, Mosteghanemi's use of 

intertextuality serves to underscore the importance of acknowledging 

and preserving cultural memory in the process of constructing 

individual and collective identities. 

Leïla Sebbar's use of first-person narration in "Sherazade" 

provides readers with an intimate portrayal of the protagonist's internal 

struggles with her dual heritage as a Franco-Algerian. The narrative 

technique, interspersed with letters and diary entries, allows readers to 

experience Sherazade's longing for a sense of belonging and her 

struggles to define herself. According to Davies (2007), Sebbar's use of 

first-person narration is particularly effective in exploring the 

intricacies of identity in a post-colonial context, as it allows readers to 

witness Sherazade's internal conflict and empathize with her 

experiences. 

6. Discussion 

6.1 Synthesis of Findings 

The analysis of the works of Assia Djebar, Malika Mokeddem, 

Ahlam Mosteghanemi, and Leïla Sebbar has shown a distinct 

exploration of freedom and identity in contemporary Algerian literature 

by women writers. Each author utilizes different literary techniques, 

such as symbolism, metaphor, intertextuality, and first-person 

narration, to convey their unique perspectives on these themes. While 

they employ various approaches, their works collectively reveal a 

multi-dimensional understanding of freedom and identity in post-

colonial Algeria. 

6.2 Broader Implications 

These authors' exploration of freedom and identity in their works offers 

valuable insights into Algerian society and the role of women within it. 

By delving into personal and collective experiences of oppression, 

resistance, and emancipation, these writers contribute to a more 
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nuanced understanding of Algerian history, culture, and identity. They 

challenge dominant narratives and present alternative perspectives that 

can foster dialogue and reflection within and beyond Algerian society. 

Furthermore, these works shed light on the complexities of 

negotiating identity in a post-colonial context, especially for women. 

They emphasize the struggles and the potential for empowerment that 

can arise from embracing one's cultural heritage, asserting one's voice, 

and navigating the intersections of various identities. 

6.3 Situating the Findings 

The findings of this analysis align with the broader literary 

context and theoretical framework established in the previous sections. 

In the context of contemporary Algerian literature, these works 

illustrate the ongoing quest for self-definition and agency in a rapidly 

changing world, reflecting the complexities of post-colonial identity. 

These authors' explorations contribute to a rich tapestry of literary 

works that grapple with issues of history, culture, and identity. 

The exploration of freedom and identity in these works also 

aligns with post-colonialism, feminism, and globalization theories. The 

authors examine the legacy of colonialism, question patriarchal 

structures, and explore the impact of global influences on identity 

formation. By doing so, they provide a multi-dimensional 

understanding of freedom and identity that resonates with the 

theoretical underpinnings of this study. 

In conclusion, the works of Assia Djebar, Malika Mokeddem, 

Ahlam Mosteghanemi, and Leïla Sebbar reveal a diverse and nuanced 

exploration of freedom and identity in contemporary Algerian 

literature. Their contributions expand the literary and theoretical 

discourse, providing valuable insights into the complexities of identity 

formation, agency, and the role of women in post-colonial societies. 
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7. Conclusion 

7.1 Summary of Key Points and Findings 

This study has explored the themes of freedom and identity in 

the works of four contemporary Algerian women writers, Assia Djebar, 

Malika Mokeddem, Ahlam Mosteghanemi, and Leïla Sebbar. It has 

examined their use of various literary techniques such as symbolism, 

metaphor, intertextuality, and first-person narration, and has considered 

how these techniques enhance their exploration of these themes. The 

analysis of their works reveals a complex and nuanced portrayal of 

freedom and identity in post-colonial Algeria. 

7.2 Contribution to the Field 

The research contributes to the field of contemporary Algerian 

literature by providing an in-depth analysis of the works of these four 

authors within the context of freedom and identity. The study highlights 

their unique approaches to exploring these themes and underscores the 

significance of their contributions to the literary discourse on post-

colonial identity in Algeria. By considering their works within the 

broader literary context and theoretical framework of post-colonialism, 

feminism, and globalization, the research illuminates the complexities 

of identity formation, agency, and the role of women in post-colonial 

societies. 

7.3 Future Research 

There are several potential directions for future research on this 

topic. Further studies could focus on a more detailed comparative 

analysis of these authors' works, examining how their exploration of 

freedom and identity differs or aligns with other contemporary Algerian 

writers. Another area of inquiry could involve an investigation of the 

reception of these works within Algeria and in the broader Francophone 

world. Additionally, future research could consider the role of 

translation in shaping the reception and interpretation of these works in 

different cultural contexts. 
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