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Abstract:

This study aimed to analyze the effect of the age gap between
teachers and students on pedagogical-educational communication
patterns within the educational institution through a socio-
educational approach focusing on students’ representations of
classroom interaction styles according to teachers’ age
differences. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical method,
and data were collected through a questionnaire designed by the
researcher and administered to a sample of 150 first-year
secondary school students in the city of Tamanrasset, considering
that they had fully completed the fourth year of middle school.
Data were analyzed using the SPSS software based on
frequencies, percentages, and the Chi-square test to measure the
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significance of differences between the study variables.The
findings revealed a partial and varying effect of the age gap on
certain dimensions of pedagogical-educational communication,
particularly regarding classroom discipline, the level of
classroom interaction, and the difficulty of discussing academic
topics. In contrast, no statistically significant differences were
found in some indicators related to encouraging participation or
adopting a calm and respectful communication style.The results
also showed that older teachers are perceived as more
experienced, disciplined, and capable of organization and
maintaining structured classroom interaction, whereas younger
teachers are perceived as closer to students, more interactive, and
more encouraging of participation. However, the study concluded
that the effectiveness of pedagogical communication is not
determined by age alone, but also by teaching practices,
professional experience, communication skills, and students’
representations of pedagogical authority within the classroom.

Keywords: Age gap, pedagogical communication, social
representations, teaching experience, symbolic capital, symbolic
interactionism.
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