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Abstract:

This study examines psychotropic substance use among youth
in Skikda Province between 2021 and 2023, considering it as a
social phenomenon reflecting structural transformations within
the local socio-economic context, particularly among
professionally vulnerable groups. The study aims to describe and
analyze the quantitative and qualitative changes observed in
psychotropic substance-related cases, focusing on age groups,
professional status, and types of substances involved, through
three theoretical perspectives: the Social Construction of Reality,
Social Marginalization Theory, and Subculture Theory.

The research is based on comprehensive official statistical data
issued by the security services of Skikda Province. These data
were processed within a descriptive methodological framework,
using descriptive quantitative tools and temporal comparison to
track the evolution of the phenomenon over the study period. The
analysis was supported by statistical tables and illustrative graphs.

The findings indicate a continuous increase in recorded cases
during the three-year period, with a marked concentration among
youth aged 19-35 and a predominance of individuals without
professional employment. The results also highlight the
dominance of Pregabalin among seized psychotropic substances,
pointing to a shift in consumption patterns toward pharmaceutical
products in a context characterized by ease of access and low cost.

The study emphasizes the importance of strengthening
preventive educational and social approaches, improving
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pharmaceutical ~ control ~ mechanisms, and  promoting
interdisciplinary research in order to achieve a more
comprehensive understanding of the phenomenon and to enhance
institutional responses.

Keywords:
Psychotropic  substances, substance use, youth, social
marginalization, subculture.
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