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Abstract:

This article seeks to highlight the political influence processes used
by policy entrepreneurs in South Asia to craft strategies that boost
resilience to climate change effects. Combining insights from political
influence theories and empirical findings from the Action Climate
Today (ACT) program in the region has produced a networked
approach, valued for its new policymaking criteria that include wider
actions integrating ongoing development and government decisions.
Transitioning to the "network" contributes effectively to handling
informal methods—often unplanned or unstated in resilience projects
and documents affecting regional climate adaptation policies. The
network's fusion of organizational and nodal multiplicity traits makes it
hybrid social structures, able to reduce contradictions among
intersecting influence strategies, forming networked institutional
arrangements driven by policy entrepreneurs navigating complex
politics in brief windows, leveraging "policy windows" with favorable
conditions to advance influence and create new adaptation policies.
This nascent view on climate adaptation necessitates rethinking
resilience strategies beyond technical challenges, adopting a
distributive lens that overcomes traditional reductionism, accounts for
social multiplicity in post-state systems, and reviews interdisciplinary
negotiation mechanisms.

Keywords: climate change; policy entrepreneurs; policy windows;
adaptation and resilience policies; South Asia
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