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Abstract:

This article examines the French nuclear tests in Algeria
and explores the question of whether France should issue an
apology, framed through the lens of ontological security. This
perspective broadens the idea of security by moving beyond
material concerns and focusing on identity, collective memory,
and the historical narratives that shape both individual and
national well-being. The central argument is that an apology is
not just a symbolic gesture, but a vital step toward healing and
security.

The article also highlights the deep moral and psychological
scars left by the nuclear tests on Algerian society. It places the
demand for an apology within the wider dynamics of international
relations, showing how recognition and dignity are just as
essential to security as physical safety. By linking apology with
ontological security, the article emphasizes that addressing past
injustices can open the way for trust, reconciliation, and more
stable relations in the future.

Keywords: French nuclear experiments¢ apology:¢
ontological security¢« Algerian narrative« French apology.
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