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Abstract:

Since the 1990s, constructivism has gained prominence in
international relations, emphasizing the role of non-material
factors like identity. The end of the Cold War bolstered this shift,
exposing the limitations of positivist theories in explaining
structural changes. This paper argues that constructivism's
strength in explaining state behavior lies in its focus on these non-
material elements. The study examines German identity post-
World War II from a constructivist perspective, treating it as a
socially constructed variable that influences Germany's interests
and behavior. Drawing on Alexander Wendt's work, the paper
asserts that identities are not fixed but shaped by the mutual
constitution of agents and structures. German identity underwent
a radical transformation after WWII, shifting from an aggressive
stance to a new identity influenced by accepted international
norms. The shared European identity integrated German identity
through institutionalized practices and norms, profoundly
impacting Germany's behavior. The validity of constructivist
explanations for Germany's policies, particularly its drive towards
European integration, remains largely evident.

Keywords: Identity, Constructivism, Germany, International
Relations
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