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Abstract:

This research paper explores the phenomenon of conflict
internationalization, which has been a key feature of the behavior of
major powers since the end of the Cold War. The spread of this practice
has been further complicated by the lack of a clear international legal
framework to regulate internationalized conflicts or to hold parties
accountable for respecting humanitarian principles during warfare.
International humanitarian law, which is the main legal reference in this
area, only addresses two types of armed conflicts: international and
non-international. However, non-international conflicts have not been
sufficiently covered in legal texts, leaving a gap in holding parties
accountable beyond state sovereignty and into the realm of international
responsibility. Because of this legal gap, states have often sought to
conceal their involvement in internal conflicts, keeping their
participation hidden to avoid having the conflict categorized as
international. Although international courts have tried to establish
criteria for assigning responsibility based on the actual involvement of
foreign states, these criteria have often been unclear and inconsistent,
making it difficult to apply a single, universally accepted standard for
determining the responsibility of foreign parties in internationalized
conflicts.

Keywords: Internationalization, armed conflict, International
Responsibility
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