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Abstract:

The procedure of appearance based on prior admission of guilt is one of
the major innovations introduced by Law No. 25-14, amending the
Algerian Code of Criminal Procedure. It aims to enhance procedural

efficiency while preserving fair-trial guarantees through specific formal
and substantive safeguards, notably the mandatory judicial validation. The
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mechanism allows the accused to acknowledge guilt and accept the
sentence proposed by the Public Prosecutor, provided that a judge
confirms its legality. Despite its effectiveness in simplifying and expediting
the adjudication of minor offences, several challenges remain, particularly
regarding the extent of judicial control, the nature of hearings, and the non-
mandatory presence of a lawyer. Therefore, legislative adjustments appear
necessary to ensure a real balance between procedural speed and the
fundamental rights of the accused.

Keywords: Prior admission of guilt, Public Prosecutor, accused, lawyer,
Jjudge.
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December 2011.
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