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Abstract:
The illicit trade in small arms and light weapons and their misuse causes
many complex and multifaceted problems that negatively affect the
millennium development goals, exacerbate armed conflicts and violence,
and increase levels of crime, which in turn undermines state institutions
and spreads fear, and insecurity contributes to creating a climate of
impunity, Perhaps those who suffer most from the illicit trade in small arms
and light weapons are the civilian population, who find themselves trapped
in situations of armed violence in environments where both crime and
armed conflict are committed.

key words: armed conflicts; civilian casualties; child recruitment; forced
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