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Abstract:

The analysis proceeds from the central problematic of whether the
amended electoral law has successfully enshrined guarantees of integrity
and transparency, or if it has, instead, created procedural barriers that limit
effective access to justice.
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It highlights how the new institutional framework, tasked with
reviewing preliminary challenges during the preparatory phase of local
elections, imposes strict formal requirements and tight deadlines. This can
complicate the process for appellants and hinder their ability to readily
defend their rights. Furthermore, we assess the practical effectiveness of the
subsequent judicial review over the polling process and the final results.
Although the administrative judiciary is granted the authority to rule on the
validity of elections, the efficacy of this oversight remains questionable,
given the challenges that may limit its capacity to correct substantive
irregularities affecting the will of the voters.

We conclude that the new legal framework, despite its stated
objectives, may contain implementation gaps that weaken the core of judicial
protection, ultimately rendering the right to litigate in electoral matters more
theoretical than a practical reality.

Keywords: Electoral Governance, Local Elections; Electoral Disputes;
Independent National Authority for Elections, Judicial Oversight.
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