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Abstract:
This study examines the concept of Negative Complementarity in the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court as a fundamental legal
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mechanism governing the relationship between national criminal
jurisdiction and international criminal jurisdiction. It ensures the
intervention of the International Criminal Court in situations where the state
concerned is either unable to effectively prosecute international crimes
falling within the Court’s jurisdiction or unwilling to genuinely and seriously
undertake such prosecutions.

The study aims to analyze the conceptual and legal dimensions of the
principle of negative complementarity and to elucidate the legal foundations
and criteria governing its application within the ICC system. Particular
emphasis is placed on its role in enhancing the effectiveness of international
criminal accountability and combating impunity for serious international
crimes. Furthermore, the study seeks to demonstrate how this principle
contributes to striking a balance between respect for state sovereignty and
the exercise of national criminal jurisdiction on the one hand, and the
imperative of ensuring the effective administration of international criminal
Jjustice and preventing its obstruction on the other.

Keywords: Complementarity Principle; Negative Complementarity;
International Criminal Justice; International Judicial Cooperation,
Impunity.
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