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The scope of serious violations of international humanitarian law has expanded in the
context of the privatization of war
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Abstract

Private military companies are forces made up of professional soldiers who offer their
services to a foreign party in exchange for money. These companies' role goes beyond
providing protection to well-known figures to the extent of waging war on behalf of the
state's regular soldiers, thus avoiding international responsibility for violations of
international humanitarian law due to the absence of a link of nationality and loyalty
between them and the members of the private military company.

Despite the international community's attempt to restrict the work of these companies
within a specific legal framework, the agreement it reached remains insufficient to regulate
their activity and hold them internationally responsible for the crimes they commit in
conflict zones, which calls for a re-examination of their legal system and the extent of the
legitimacy of dealing with them.

Keywords: Private military companies. International humanitarian law. Mercenaries.
Serious violations.
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