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Exploring the future of Chinese-Arab relations in the Gulf:
Where is the Strategic Compass heading?
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Abstract:

The relations between China and the Arab countries in the Gulf region have witnessed
significant development and change over the years. The geopolitical situation in the Gulf region -
with the increasing influence of China in global affairs- requires a comprehensive analysis of the
future expectations and dynamics of this relationship. Both China and the Arab Gulf countries show
growing interest in enhancing their economic, political, and even security relations. Therefore, this
study aims to examine the key factors shaping China's relations with the Arab countries in the Gulf,
exploring potential areas of cooperation and conflict. It concludes that factors such as cooperation
in energy, infrastructure development, and geopolitical considerations will continue to shape the
strategic compass of Sino-Arab relations in the Gulf in the future. However, many challenges and
uncertainties -including regional conflicts and global power dynamics- will impact the course of
this relationship. Consequently, the future of Sino-Arab relations in the Gulf will depend on the
ability of both sides to navigate smoothly between these challenges and capitalize on the
opportunities that await them.
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