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Abstract: Palestine's accession to the International Criminal Police Organization
(INTERPOL) in September 2017 entailed a number of important legal implications that
strengthened its international standing. First, accession granted it practical recognition of
statehood within a specialized international legal framework, enshrining the principle of
equality with other members and affirming its eligibility to participate in international
organizations. Second, it allowed it to benefit from INTERPOL's legal system, particularly
its mechanisms for exchanging criminal information, issuing Red Notices, and requesting
the extradition of wanted persons in accordance with established rules governed by
international law.

However, this accession imposes fundamental legal obligations on Palestine, most
notably adherence to the principles of political neutrality, which prohibit the use of the
organization for purposes of conflict, and respect for human rights norms, particularly with
regard to protecting the confidentiality of data and employing information only in the fight
against crime. Thus, accession constitutes an important legal gain, but it is linked to the
necessity of strict adherence to international rules to achieve true effectiveness.
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