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Abstract:

The system of electronic monitoring constitutes one of the mechanism adopted by the
Algerian legislator to address criticisms directed at imprisonment, particularly short-term
sentences, which have led to overcrowded prisons and a decline in their rehabilitative role. The
system relies on supervising the convicted individual through technological means, allowing
them to remain within their family and social environment under effective control. In Algerian
law, electronic monitoring has dual nature: it can be ordered by the trial judge as an alternative
to imprisonment at the time of sentencing, or by the sentence enforcement judge as a substitute
for executing the prison term. This orientation reflects a new penal philosophy that seeks to
balance deterrence with social reintegration. However, its effectiveness depends on the
adequacy of its implementation conditions, the efficiency of legal and technical monitoring
mechanisms, and society’s acceptance of it as a genuine alternative that contributes to criminal
justice.

Keywords: Electronic Monitoring. Alternative to imprisonment. Alternative to Sentence
Execution. New Penal Philosophy.
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