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Abstract:

The crime of the unlawful speculation, rampant in our commercial sphere was associated
with the exceptional health conditions (COVID-19 pandemic) and undermined the
economic stability of the State, the citizen and the market; required and compelled the
Algerian legislator to intervene and remove it from the scope of the Penal Code and to
establish a special status governing its framework, namely Law No21-15, by enhancing a
set of the effective rules marked by combining prevention and punishment, strengthening
roles, involving the civil society, media and the Consumer Protection Organization, as well
as defining the criminal liabilities, where both natural and legal persons were affirmed as
being the subject to liability, in order to preserve the economic development and to provide
the adequate consumer protection. However, it should be emphasized that the problem does
not rooted in the efficiency or the adequacy of the legal provision itself that is at the fault,

but the degree to which these preventive and punitive rules are observed in practice as the
majority of these measures have persisted only on paper.
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