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Abstract:

This study seeks to provide a brief introduction to the most prominent definitions of
diplomacy, review the origins and major transformations of the concept and practices of diplomacy,
as well as the challenges resulting from these transformations. In addition, this paper offers a brief
definition of diplomacy and a description of three levels of the "accumulation" element in a state's
diplomatic behavior. Besides the Western perspective on the history of the origins and development
of diplomacy, this article reviews historical aspects from a non-Western perspective by citing
historical events from the ancient world and reviewing some Arab diplomatic practices. The paper
also discusses some of the challenges resulting from the ongoing transformations in the concept and
practice of diplomacy, most notably the challenge of adapting to transformations, as well as the gap
between theory and practice in diplomacy. The importance of this brief introduction lies in being
part of the much wider efforts of periodic reviews required by the field of diplomatic studies of the
context, concept, and practices of diplomacy.

Keywords: Diplomacy. Origins of diplomacy. Concept and practices of diplomacy.

Diplomatic work. Western diplomacy. Arab diplomacy. The ancient world. Arab civilization. The
West.
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