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Abstract:

This study examines the temporal application of criminal law, a complex matter arising from the
succession of penal statutes. The research highlights that the fundamental principle governing this area
is the non-retroactivity of criminal law, primarily aimed at safeguarding rights and liberties and
reinforcing the principle of criminal legality. Nevertheless, this rule is not absolute; it admits an
exception for the retroactivity of the law more favorable to the accused, as stipulated by Article 2 of
the Algerian Penal Code. This exception applies when a newly enacted law is more lenient. However,
this principle of retroactivity of the more favorable law does not extend to statutes of limited duration
(e.g., temporary or circumstantial laws), a restriction necessary to preserve their efficacy in addressing
exceptional circumstances.

This study further indicates the distinct application of law to continuous, consecutive, and
habitual offenses, where the new statute is enforced even if it is more stringent. It also addresses security
measures, which are subject to immediate application.

The research'’s objective is to analyze these regulations and define their boundaries, employing
an analytical approach to Algerian jurisprudential and judicial texts. This endeavor aims to bolster legal
certainty and the consistency of judicial processes.

Keywords: Non-retroactivity of the law, best law for the accused, conflict of laws in time, time-
bound laws, continuing offences, legal security.
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