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Abstract: This study aimed to understand how the self-esteem of a person with cancer
is. We relied on the clinical approach that is based on a case study. This research was
conducted at the University Hospital Center in Oran and Tlemcen, on 10 cases of cancer
patients (single, married, divorced). In this article, we preferred to present only one
case, but our research tools were: observation, interview, and Rosenberg's self-esteem
scale. Through this research work, we concluded that self-esteem is more disturbed due
to the negative social representations shared by members of society about this disease
"cancer is associated with death™ and because of the negative view of the other towards
the patient. We also came to the conclusion that the imbalance of the patient's role (as a
wife, mother and daughter) And her body image changes (baldness, disability, and
weakness) because of this disease. It contributes to the disorder of her self-image and
depression, and to her feeling of guilt and inferiority in front of the eyes of others. She
imagines that he gives her a negative view (pity, disgust, contempt, reproach,
sarcasm...etc).
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