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Children’s digital use between entertainment and deviance: a field study in the
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Abstract: This study aims to explore children's digital usage within the Algerian family,
analyze their digital activities and intensity of use, and identify the most common patterns
of electronic deviance as perceived by parents. Adopting a descriptive-analytical
approach, data was collected via a questionnaire distributed to a sample of 82 parents.
The findings revealed that children mainly lean toward electronic games and educational
platforms. Additionally, the study highlighted that the most prominent observed
electronic deviances include irritability, digital addiction, social isolation, violent
behaviors, and value-related deviations. The results concluded that the absence of parental
supervision and increased individual screen time directly raise the likelihood of children's
exposure to harmful content and negative behaviors.

Keywords: Digital use; Children; Algerian families; electronic misconduct; digital
entertainment.
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