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Family Structure and Child Language Acquisition:
A Critical Analysis of the Influence of the Family Environment According to
Bernchtein’s Theory
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Abstract : This research aims to highlight the role of the family in a child’s acquisition
of language skills, as it is the primary environment shaping linguistic and cultural
awareness. The family provides the first foundations of language and socialization.
Despite the presence of other social institutions, it remains the most influential in
developing the child’s abilities. This is due to its integrated structure and internal factors
affecting language learning. The study also examines the impact of structural
determinants within the family on this process. It draws on Basil Bernstein’s theory of
linguistic codes and educational inequality. The research concludes that family structure
plays a key role in shaping the child’s linguistic and expressive development.
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